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meaning was obvious. He was vastly amused at the sug-
gestion of Dr. Priestley, of all people, soliciting the aid
of the deceased moneylender.
But Dr. Priestley himself appeared not to notice her
insinuations. " Yes, 1 must say that I knew him fairly
well/' he continued reminiscently. " I admired him as
a thoroughly able business man, Oi recent years, how-
ever, I lost sight of him, to my deep regret. I heard
that he had retired, and had I been able to discover his
address, I should have called upon him and renewed
our acquaintance."
She glanced at him curiously, " But you're a doctor,
aren't you? Didn't I hear Doctor Oldland call you Dr.
Priestley?"
" Not a Doctor of Medicine/' he replied benignly.
" Otherwise, no doubt, your uncle's well-known aversion
to the medical profession might have been a bar to our
friendship. I have often wondered how that aversion
originated,"
Christine Venner shrugged her shoulders, " I'm sure
I don't know. He was like that ever since I knew
him."
" Doubtless he had his very good reasons**' said Dr.
Priestley with a glance in Oldland's direction* " Had 1
known that he was living here, I should certainly have
called upon him. But it was not until 1 saw the news of
his death in the papers that I was aware that he was
still in London."
" He didn't live here. He only happened to be stay-
ing here when he died. We wanted hirb to come here
when he retired, but h€ wouldn't* You see, he ixever
really got on with poor Ernest/'
'* Your uncle was of a very independent nature. Miss
Venner. No doubt he felt that Ms freedom of action
would be restricted if he lived with relatives. 1 expect
he preferred to set up an establishment of his own?'*

